
Broadwater

“Old Sanditon” in all but name

In the fourth chapter of Sanditon, Mr Parker uses the term “modern Sanditon” for the resort part of Sanditon and 
“Old Sanditon” for the village located just to the north of it. Jane Austen’s first reference to the older settlement 
comes when Mr Parker, Charlotte and the others are driving south towards the coast:

“They were now approaching the church and real village of Sanditon, which stood at the foot of the hill they were 
afterwards to ascend – a hill whose height ended in an open down where the new buildings might soon be looked 
for. A branch only of the valley, winding more obliquely towards the sea, gave a passage to an inconsiderable 
stream… Not that [Mr Parker] had any personal concern in the success of the village itself; for considering it as too 
remote from the beach, he had done nothing there. But it was a most valuable proof of the increasing fashion of the 
place altogether. If the village could attract, 
the hill might be nearly full.”   

The location and character of Old Sanditon – and its 
relationship to modern Sanditon – are a close match 
for the village of Broadwater, a mile and a quarter 
north of Worthing seafront.

Broadwater was certainly well known to Jane Austen 
since, with no church in Worthing, she had to go to 
Broadwater for Sunday worship – and she was also 
there one Monday in November, to witness her friend 
Martha Lloyd’s affidavit in front of the rector. (See the 
St Mary’s, Broadwater board.)

John Feltham, the author of A Guide to All the Watering and Sea-Bathing Places for 1813, is dismissive of 
Broadwater, which he says “looks contemptible when contrasted with the growing splendour” of Worthing. On the 
other hand John Mackoull, writing in the 1817 edition of A Sketch of Worthing, says that the village has recently 
improved. “Like most villages out of the common road, near the sea-side, it was formerly a very poor and 
comfortless spot,” he writes. However, as the result of Worthing’s having become a “watering-place of celebrity”,
 “there is now a sufficiency to admire and be pleased with”.

This matches the account of Mr Parker’s noting – 
although taking only a passing interest in – the 
evidence of a certain amount of tourist activity in 
Old Sanditon.

The branch of the valley “winding more obliquely 
towards the sea” from Old Sanditon is matched in 
the geography of Broadwater, to the east of which 
there is a wide corridor of low-lying land curving 
towards the coast. As late as medieval times, this 
had been a tidal inlet of the sea – the “broad water” 
that gave the village its name. As in the novel, an 
“inconsiderable stream” (the Broadwater Brook) 
runs through this low-lying land to the sea.

On the right of this James Rouse engraving of the approach 
to Broadwater from the north is the gate at the end of the

 drive to Offington House

This second James Rouse engraving shows Broadwater from the low 
ridge at the northern end of Worthing. The road running through the 

centre of the picture, today known as Chapel Road, was built in 
1814–1816. On the left is the entrance to Worthing House, where 

Stoke Abbott Court stands today


